LETTER  FROM   COURT

and equally so to issue orders on the subject, because long before this
can reach you we apprehend it must have had its operation;  we hope
the event will justify the measure .and manifest the wisdom of the pro-
ceedings.   We cannot, however, sufficiently commend the active zeal and
vigorous exertion of our Governor General and Council, which have so
effectually contributed to reverse the scene in the Carnatic.    The hoauv
concurrence of Sir Eyre Coote, our Commander in Chief, his readiness to
proceed to the Coast and to undertake service, big* with danger and diili-
calties, when the welfare of his country and the interests of the Compam
required it, were truly worthy his character and the high trust reposed in
him; and the consequences, so far as hath come to our knowledge, have
even exceeded the benefits expected to arise from the united  effoiis of
superior ability and  good conduct,  and in no instance does  this more
evidently appear than in the revival of that military spirit, which  had
been depressed  by recent  and  most  alarming misfortunes,  and   in   ih<-
restoration of that proper degree of confidence in the Commander in Chief
which must have inspired our troops when such incredible numbers of
resolute enemies were obliged to yield to the superior braven and steady
perseverance  of our comparatively small  army.   We  trust  the  General
has been equally successful in his future operations, and  that with  ilie
reinforcements, which we  have reason  to hope arrived  in  time  to co-
operate, Sir Eyre Coote 'has been enabled to act upon the offensive, and
with effect both against Hyder and the Dutch on the coast of Ooromandel.
64.    The success of General Goddard9, particularly against Bassein,
is highly agreeable to us; the last event adds much to the honor of tluu
excellent officer and the troops under his command.   We embrace  the
opportunity afforded  by this favorable turn of affairs  to  inculcate  the
sentiments, so often communicated to \ou, that a safe and speedy peace
with all Indian powers is our primary consideration.    This must  ne\\r
be forgotten, nor must any step be taken but such as shall have a direct
tendency to accomplish this desirable object.
65.    It is also necessary to repeat to you that France continues vioorous
preparations for India.    You are therefore  to be  well on  your ouard
The stations you hold are important.   The welfare of your country and
the prosperity of the East India Company depend, in an eminent decree
upon your vigilance, ability, activity and prudence in which we repo-J
the greatest confidence.                                                                         l
66.    We are concerned to find that considerable quantities of salt
petre are brought from India to Europe in neutral vessels.    It is your
duty m time of war to prevent our enemies from obtaining am of tint
article in India; and you  will  be particularly careful  that  no  crater
quantity than has been usual be delivered, during the present troubles
to the subjects of any neutral power or state whatever.
67.    it is needless to enter upon an examination of the proposed
treaty with the Dutch  tor  the  Tinnevelly  country.    Nothiuo-   bui   the
most desperate necessity could have warranted such cession of tern tor v
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